8                         THE  FRUITS  OF  CHRISTIANITY.
they had in that condition made, them consent to become Catholics. Some they stripped stark naked, and, after they had offered them a thousand* indignities, they stuck them with pins from head to foot; they cut them with pen-knives, tore them by the noses with red-hot pincers, and dragged them upon the rooms till they promised to become Roman Catholics, or till the doleful outcries of these poor tormented creatures, calling upon God for mercy, constrained them to let them go. In some places they tied fathers and husbands to the bed-posts, and ravished their wives and daughters before their eyes. . . . From others they pluck off the nails of their hands and toes, which must needs cause arf intolerable pain. They burnt the feet of others; they blew up men and women with bellows till they were ready to burst in pieces. If these horrid usages could not prevail upon them to violate their consciences and abandon their religion, they did then imprison them in close and noisome dungeons, in which they exercised all kinds of inhumanities upon them " (Quick's " Synodicon," as quoted in Buckle). Some of the barbarities related by Benoit are too horrible to translate: every foul outrage, especially on women, that a filthy Imagination could suggest, was practised on these unhappy Protestants to attract them into the Roman Church.
Single names stand out brightly among the victims of Christianity. Ceccus Asculanus, a physician, was burned in A.D. 1337, at Florence, in consequence of some misunderstood mechanical experiments. John Huss was burned A.D. 1415, and his friend, Jerome, in 1416, for heresy. Savonarola, a monk, was tortured and burned in A.D. 1498, for trying to reform abuses. Giordano Bruno was burned at Rome, A.D. 1600, for scientific heresy ; and Vanini had his tongue torn out, and was burned at Toulouse, A.D. 1619, for philosophy and heresy.
Protestant Christianity began to persecute shortly after its birth. Servetus, heretic - as to the Trinity, and Gruet, heretic as to Christianity as a whole, were both burned in Switzerland, at the instigation of Calvin; and Gentilis, a Unitarian, was put to death at Berne, A.D. 1566. In England, the Reformation began by impartial burning of both sides, and the "Six Articles-" were made the rule of faith. Soon after they were passed, 500 persons were'in gaol, and Protestants and Catholics were tied back to back, and dragged to execution on the same hurdles. The Protestants got the upper hand under Edward VI, and a